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Introduction

This guidance note summarises the information known about crystalisation in the Central System (CS) as of as of April 2009. It is based on a year of experience of using the CS.   

Crystalisation

Crystalisation is where parameters associated with a SPID, DPID or Meter cannot be retrospectively updated before a given date. There are three known reasons why the data can be crystallised within the CS, these are:

· Reasons associated with the storage of data in the database;
· Reasons associated with the running of the R3 and RF settlement runs; and

· Restriction placed on the updating of information by the LVI interface in accordance with the business rules within the CSDs.

These will be considered in turn.  

1.1 Reasons associated with the storage of data in the database

This reason is the most common. Within the CS database typically several parameters are grouped together in a single record with an effective date. One example is the DPID record in which the following data items are grouped together with an effective date. 

	DPID
	
	

	D6003: CDV
	D6006: Ot
	D6010: SD Indicator

	D6004: SBODI
	D6007: St
	D2003: (TE) Schedule 3

	D6005: TSSL
	D6009: Non Domestic Allowance
	Fixed TE Allowance (not in a flow)


The rules for updating the database say that revised records can only move forward in time. Thus if an update is sent, for example, in respect of D6007: St for 24/10/2008 – then it becomes impossible to update D2003: (TE) Schedule 3 for a date prior to 24/10/2008. Data crystalisation can be created by any transaction record which updates the above DPID fields.
Data crystalisation can be created by any transaction record which updates the following SPID fields. SPID charging items crystalise SPID non-charging items and vice-versa.
	SPID Charging Items
	

	D2003: Schedule 3
	D2014: Croft / Farm

	D2004: Scottish Executive Exemption Flag
	D2015: Vacant

	D2006: Settlement Exempt_29e
	D20022: Phasing Transitional Arrangements

	D2007: Large Volume Agreement
	Surface Area (currently not in use)

	D2011: Rateable Value  
	


	SPID non-charging Items
	SPID non Charging Items

	D2005: Customer Classification
	D4003: Text Comment Field

	D2008: SIC Code
	D5001-5013: Address Block


Data crystalisation can be created by the T014.0 transaction which updates the following meter fields.
	METER

	D3002: Chargeable Size

	D3005: Chargeable Sewer Size

	D3007: Return to Sewer


1.2 Reasons associated with the running of the R3 and RF settlement runs

The RF Settlement Run only reports the volumetric elements of the charges. The non-volumetric charges use the values from the appropriate R3
 run. Thus after the R3 run is made any retrospective changes to data which affect non-volumetric charges in respect of that period are not taken into account in respect of the RF settlement run.

1.3 Restriction placed on the updating of information by the LVI interface in accordance with the business rules within the CSDs

There are known cases where the LVI enforces business rules which are contained within the CSDs. An example of this is associated with the DPID.  CSD205 requires that changes to DPID data are notified to the CMA within 2 Business Days. The LVI interface enforces this rule.

� The use of a R4 run is being discussed by the Technical Panel; crystalisation would occur after the R4.
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