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This guidance note explains how three business scenarios related to meter activity will be replicated on the Central System; it involves the modification of the D3001 Meter-ID field and the D3013 Meter Make. The proposed method will also be used for interim workarounds set out overleaf. 

The Business Issue 

The Central System currently has a design limitation that prevents the following scenarios being replicated on the Central System:

1. At some SPIDs with multiple connections there is a need to split some connections from the SPID and assign them to a new SPID. In this case meters would be moved between SPIDS; 

2. In most cases of a meter swap one meter is replaced by another however in a few cases the dial-set is replaced leaving the meter in place hence the Meter-ID does not change;  and

3. Occasionally meter repairs are achieved by removing the dial-set, carrying out maintenance, resetting the dials to zeros and reinstalling the dial-set.
An interim solution has been proposed by SW and agreed by LPs.

Background to the solution
A typical Meter-ID has the form 06ELSTER8W701094. The data comprises three components:

· A two digit field which states the length of meter make component (06);

· The meter make (ELSTER); and  

· The meter serial number (8W701094).

The Central System currently has a design limitation that prevents Meter-ID being re-used on another SPID or in a meter swap or meter remove/replace.
Proposal

It is proposed to create a new logical meter by adding a suffix to the Meter Make component of the D3001 Meter ID of the current meter. 

· For those meters with up to six digits in the meter make “-X” will be added, for instance 04KENT145987 would become 06KENT-X145987. (note the 04 / 06 designates the length of the meter make field which was originally 4 characters but has been amended to 6 chars);

· For meters with 7 digits meter makes (“product code” makes) only the “X” is used,  e.g. 071000345K12345 would become 081000345XK12345
· For meters with 8 digits meter makes then the last two characters will be truncated and replaced with “–X” o        e.g. 08AQUAMAST2798034 would become 08AQUAMA‑X2798034
The change will also require the D3013 Meter Make to be modified. For instance “KENT” would become “KENT-X”. The D3014 Meter Serial Number would be the same as the original meter. 
The new meter would be introduced to the SPID by either the Notify Swap Meter (T017.0) or a Notify Meter Details (T004.0) transaction. 
Workarounds

The proposal will also enable the following workarounds:

1. Where currently some meters have invalid characters in the Meter-ID.  The “new“ meter would “replace” the “old” meter and allow the SPID to operate normally;

2. Meters where the relationship between a meter and a SPID is missing.  The “new“ meter would “replace” the “old” meter and allow the SPID to operate normally; and

3. Where there are newly installed meters that currently reject all meter reads for reasons that are not yet understood the  “new“ meter would “replace” the “problematic old” meter and allow the SPID to operate normally.
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